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OFFICE ACTION 

1 . This communication is in response to applicant's 09/21/2006 communications in the 
application of Elliott et al. for a "System and method for providing requested quality of service in 
a hybrid network" filed 06/14/2001. This application is a continuation of US Application 
08/751,917 filed November 18, 1996 is now US Patent# 6,335,927. Claims 1-1 1 are pending in 
the application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC ' 1 03 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the claims 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various claims was 
commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any evidence to 
the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out the inventor 
and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later invention was 
made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 1038 and potential 35 
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U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

4. Claims 1-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Civanlar et al. 
(US#6,298,120) in view of Andersen et al. (US#5,674,003). 

Regarding claims 10-11, Civanlar et al. (US#6,298,120) and Andersen et al. 
(US#5,674,003) disclose a novel system and method for responding to requests for quality of 
services and reserving the resources to provide the requested QoS in a hybrid internet/ telephone 
switch, according to the essential features of the claims. Civanlar et al. (US#6,298,120) disclose 
in Fig. 3 a flow chart illustrated the steps performed by a client to complete a transaction over the 
Internet which requires intelligent processing. First, in step 300, the client initiates 
communication with the agent that functions in operative cooperation with the Internet {media 
communication over a hybrid network). Next, in step 301, the client specifies to the agent one or 
more desired service attributes which require intelligent processing. For purposes of illustration 
service attributes may be classified into one of three categories: end-point attributes, path 
attributes, and call attributes. End-point attributes include such attributes as the name and 
network address of the destination station, the type of file transmission that is desired (e.g., one- 
way transmission for file retrieval only or two-way file transfer), and the media to be employed 
(e.g., audio, text, video, etc.). Path attributes specify the communication medium to be employed 
(e.g., telephone network, ATM, frame relay, etc.) and the quality of service that is desired 
(resources for requested QoS). Call attributes include billing preferences (e.g. specifying the 
party who will pay for the call), the time and date at which the call is to be initiated, call 
authentication requirements, and whether proxy services will be required to perform a task such 
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as downloading an application, for example (Col. 4, lines 36 plus). The agent establishes the 
appropriate data path in step 302 upon receiving a call request having specified call attributes. 
The agent communicates with various switches located in the networks of the originating client 
and the destination client to properly established the communication session {allocating 
necessary resources to provide the requested QoS). The agent may employ other end-point 
stations to initiate the call set-up, or alternatively, the agent may designate a proxy to connect 
originating and destination stations in those situations where communication formats between 
the stations are not compatible. The agent performs these functions by maintaining an updated 
database that includes the identification of end-point stations having the capability of providing 
special service attributes, a list of the various service attributes available to the agent, and 
available data paths. Finally, in step 303, after the connection has been established in accordance 
with the service attributes requested by the client, the client communicates with the destination 
station in a conventional manner (Col. 4, lines 58 plus). 

In the same field of endeavor, Andersen et al. (US#5,674,003) teaches a method and 
system for media communication between remote computer system interconnected by way of a 
connection oriented telephony network, in which a socket based transport interface can be 
utilized to establish communication channels between remote computers over a connection 
oriented telephony network {hybrid network communications). A plurality of sockets are created 
at each endpoint, one for each type of data stream to be transferred between the computers. The 
sockets are formed into a group to indicate to the computer transport service provider that the 
data streams from the sockets can utilize the same telephony connection, and a quality-of-service 
specification is associated with the socket group so that the telephony connection can be 
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established according to the requirements of the socket group (determining resources for 
requested QoS). If a new data stream needs to be transmitted and there is already a telephony 
connection established, a new socket is created and added to the existing socket group. If the 
newly added socket significantly affects the quality-of-service requirements of the socket group, 
a new quality-of-service may be negotiated with the telephony network (See Fig. 5; Col. 2, lines 
24 plus and Col. 16, lines 38 plus). 

Regarding claims 1-9, they are method claims corresponding to the system claims 10-11 
above. Therefore, claims 1-9 are analyzed and rejected as previously discussed with respect to 
claims 10-11. 

One skilled in the art would have recognized the need for effectively and efficiently 
providing requested quality of service routing in networks, and would have applied Andersen's 
novel use of logical networks and a method for setting up a virtual connection to transfer packets 
through the router apparatus into Civanlar' quality of service parameters in hybrid network 
communications. Therefore, It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention was made to apply Andersen et al.'s mechanism for accessing unique 
features of telephony networks from a protocol-independent data transport interface into 
Civanlar et al.'s intelligent processing for establishing communication over the internet with the 
motivation being to provide a system and method for providing requested quality of service in a 
hybrid network. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 
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The Krisnaswamy et al. (US#5,999,525) is cited to show the method for video telephony 
over a hybrid network. 

The Aldred et al. (US#5,7 19,942) is cited to show the system and method for establishing 
a communication channel over a heterogeneous network between a source node and a destination 
node. 

The Dobbins et al. (US#5,790,546) is cited to show the method of transmitting data 
packets in a packet switched communications network. 

The Crawley et al. (US#5,995,503) is cited to show the method and apparatus for 
providing QoS routing in a network. 

The Crawley et al. (US#5,953,312) is cited to show the method and apparatus for 
determining alternate routes in a network using a connection oriented protocol. 

The Katzela et al. (US#5, 872,773) is cited to show the virtual trees routing protocol for 
an ATM based mobile network. 

The Ayanoglu et al. (US#5, 822,309) is cited to show the signaling and control 
architecture for an ad-hoc ATM LAN. 

The Ayanoglu et al. (US#6, 122,759 is cited to show the method and apparatus for 
restoration of an ATM network. 

The Yamato (US#5,889,761) is cited to show the method and system for controlling cell 
transmission rate in ATM network using resource management cell. 

The Chen (US#5, 533,009) is cited to show the bandwidth management and access control 
for an ATM network. 
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9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to M. Phan whose telephone number is (571) 272-3149. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Fri from 6:00 to 3:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wellington Chin, can be reached on (571) 272-3134. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 305-3988. 
Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should 
be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272-2600. 

10. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for 
unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about 
the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you have any questions on access to 
the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at toll free 1-866-217- 
9197. 




